
Town of Benton 
Select Board Meeting  

Thursday, May 28, 2026 
 

Select Board Members: William Darcy, Chair, Regina Elliott, and Phillip Chicoine 

Also Present: Dwight Swauger, Town Treasurer and School Board Chair; Michael Stiebitz, Tax 
Collector and Town Clerk; Joe Boutin, III, Chair of the Planning Board; and Joe Boutin, Jr., road 
contractor. 

These draft minutes of the Town of Benton Select Board are believed to be accurate and correct, 
but they are subject to additions, deletions, and corrections by the Select Board at the next 
meeting when the Board votes its final approval of the minutes.  These minutes are made 
available at this time to conform to the requirements of New Hampshire RSA 91-A:2. 

Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

Member Elliott moved approval of the May 4, 2026, minutes, seconded by Member Chicoine, 
and the motion was approved. 

The Board signed the auditor representation letter required for the auditor’s filing of DRA forms 
MS-535 and MS-60. 

There was a discussion of the natural cemetery on Boucher Road, the permits they may need, and 
the possible waiver of some permitting costs.  

The Chair noted that the zoning regulations require all buildings, regardless of size, to obtain a 
building permit and comply with their requirements.  The Board agreed that the informal waiver 
of building permits for buildings of less than 200 square feet will no longer be applied. Among 
other reasons, even small buildings must comply with setbacks and other zoning requirements, 
and the Planning Board and Selectboard cannot ensure compliance unless a permit application is 
filed.  

The Board agreed to provide a Town Hall key to Amanda Bemis, Vice Chair of the Board of 
Education. 

Treasurer Swauger noted the operating account at Bar Harbor Bank had $96,099.43, and the NH 
PDIP balance was $401,271.75.  Checks prepared by the Treasurer were signed by the Board.   

The Board signed a yield tax warrant for about $2,600. 

School Board Chair Swauger noted that the SAU had hired a well-qualified business manager. 
The end of the fiscal year anticipated budget surplus continues to be about $100,000. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM.  


